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ABWAôs 2010 District ll Conference Update 

HAPEN members are thoroughly involved with 

the planning and coordinating to confirm the 

success of our District ll conference.  There have 

been three meetings held with all participating 

committee members involved from the sponsor-

ing 3 Chapters and 3 Networks: CY-FAIR, 

GALLERIA CHAPTER, GREENSPOINT 

CHAPTER, HAPEN, TOMBALL CHAPTER 

and WOVEN.  General Chair, Sheri Parrack 

announced that all planning and coordinating for 

the 2010 District ll Conference is going excep-

tionally well with her committees all working 

hard and getting the job done! 

Conference Treasurer, Myrleen Knott is tracking 

and budgeting  every cent with years of expertise 

behind her.   

Program Chair, Dyane Magliolo advised pro-

gram ads are enthusiastically being sold and 

everyone should be taking this prime opportunity 

to advertise.   

Exhibits Chair, Regina Landreneau, announced 8 

exhibit booths have been booked for unique 

shopping.  

Signage from Logistics Chair, Angila Ervin are 

being planned with sponsors getting their name 

visibly shown on each individual 

sign.   

Newsletter Chair, Marilyn Sander is 

planning for the room where hope-

ful applicants will display their very 

best newsletter submissions.   

Registration Chair, Vicky Reynolds 

is accepting bids on bags and 

searching for items/goodies to be 

stuffed inside.  Would you like to 

contribute?  

Ways & Means Chair, Judy Carlini 

has already booked a Networking 

and Celebration after-hourôs event 

on Wednesday, February 10 at the 

Post Oak Grill to kickoff with op-

portunities to win a 50/50 drawing, 

2 ads in the program to be given 

away, Hors dô oeuvres and cash bar. 

Cost is $10. See flyer on page 12 

for more info.  See you there! 

Written by Conference Secretary, Susan 

Olson 
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Meeting was held at the Hotel Indigo, 5160 Hidalgo Houston, TX 77056 on January 26, 2010.   

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM by President Grubbs.  Minutes of November 17, 2009 were approved by the 

Board and a motion to accept as published was made , seconded and approved by membership.  Members were en-

couraged to attend the upcoming 2010 District ll Conference in The Woodlands on March 19-20.   

Attendees were asked to stand and introduce themselves.   

Speaker, Shantera Chatman was introduced by Ginny Alden.  Shantera covered the ñ30 Seconds to Success: Generate 

Referrals with Your 30 Second Commercialò by Jeff Klein.  The details: Effective Worker and Getting Better Results.  

Purpose of Commercial.  Purpose of Networking and reasons NOT to sell to the room; instead selling to the people of 

influence in the room. Two reasons you should NOT sell to the room is we love to buy, but hate being sold and it 

builds barriers plus people may not be willing to disclose certain information to public.  DO NOT use YOU language.  

Instead talk about clients, family, etc. Look for referrals outside of the room.  The Technique.  Step 1: Start by telling a 

problem that you are the solution.  Step 2: How are you the solution? Step 3: Talk about your expertise.  Step 4: What 

is a good referral? Step 4.5: Relate it to the story you started with.  Call to Action-Always last.  Tips: Ask for a strate-

gic partner (once a month). Follow-up. Create 3 or 4 commercials that are interchangeable. And practice.  At the Feb-

ruary meeting we will put these techniques to work and possibly win a prize!   

Several members shared their ñCelebrate Our Successesò with much good news to cheer about! 

Door prizes were awarded. 

President Grubbs thanked everyone for attending and meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM.  

Guests tonight: Ruhina Surendran and Shelby Ahlers.  Welcome ladies! 

HAPEN Membership Meeting Highlights 

HAPEN Executive Board Highlights 
The Tuesday, January 12, 2010 Board 

meeting was held at the Little Napoli Res-

taurant in Houston, TX.  Board members 

present: President, Karen Grubbs, President

-elect, Kerry McEniry, VP Arrangements, 

Sandra Hawk, VP Publicity, Marylou 

Spoon, VP Programming, Ginny Alden, VP 

Membership, Shantera Chatman, VP Com-

munications, Sheri Parrack and VP Fi-

nance, Pam Ahlers.   

Meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM. 

The ñCelebrate Successò was determined to 

be successful and it was decided to con-

tinue. President Grubbs urged members to 

utilize WIN. 

 A motion was made to accept the Board 

Minutes of November meeting, seconded 

and approved by all present.   

Finance report was approved and filed for 

audit.  

Discussion of upcoming programs: 

Shantera Chatmanôs January program, ñ30 

Seconds to Networking Successò, February 

will be ñSuper Networkingò with members 

having the opportunity to share their new 

30-second elevator speech.  Prizes will be 

awarded for the best. Beth Caplan will be 

asked to lead the ñpassportò networking 

game during the 30-minute time.  March 

speaker, Marilyn Logan will speak Belanie 

Dishong will present Aprilôs program.  

Sheri Parrack will update the web site and 

President Grubbs is looking for a replace-

ment to assist with these web site updates 

now.   

Shantera Chatman will provide the survey 

required by National for Best Practices.  

A committee was formed to search for a 

new meeting place for future Board meet-

ings: Kerry, Ginny and Karen.   

Sheri Parrack gave an update on Spring 

Conference committee members which 

include a significant number of HAPEN 

members.  

President-elect McEniry has created a 

spreadsheet with all past honorees for 

WoY, WoE and Top 10, making determin-

ing eligibility much easier.  Solicitation of 

nominations to begin at the January meet-

ing. 

Meeting adjourned at 7:30 PM 

VP Administration,  

 Jean Fletcher  

Shantera 

Chatman 
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HAPEN Group picture taken January 26, 2010 

From left/back row: Marylou Spoon, Bee Franks-Walker, Susan Silverman, Ginny Alden, Shantera 

Chatman. 

Middle row: Pam Ahlers, Karen Grubbs, Peggy Weiser,  Kim Gebron, Donna Chenault, Dolores Grissom 

Front row: Myrleen Knott, Sheri Parrack and Susan Olson 

Picture taken in lobby of Hotel Indigo 


